Belonging: The Crowd or the Cross
Part 1: The Ache to Belong

Wired for Connection

The Inner Ring Everywhere

The Cost of the Chase

DISCUSSION: Where do you most feel the pressure to fit in/belong right now?
A Mirror to the Soul

Where We’re Headed

Part 2: The Bible’s Wisdom on Belonging
Psalm 1: Where You Stand, Walk, and Sit
“Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take
or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
and who meditates on his law day and night.” (Psalm 1:1–2)
Proverbs 1: “Come With Us”
“My son, if sinful men entice you, do not give in to them…
‘Come along with us… throw in your lot with us; we will all share the loot.’
My son, do not go along with them, do not set foot on their paths.” (Prov. 1:10, 14–15)
The Bible Knows Our Ache

The Hidden Danger of Mockers

Who Shapes Whom?

Lewis, Again

The Urgency

DISCUSSION 2: Which voices or groups most shape your decisions at the moment? How do you notice that shaping you?

Part 3: Stories of the Alluring Inner Ring
Saul: The King Who Feared Rejection (1Sam 13:11, 15:24)
Peter: “I Don’t Know the Man” (Matt 26:69-75)
Pilate: Afraid of the Crowd (John 19)
Other Echoes
These stories show us at least three things:
1. The pull is universal 
2. The cost is high. 
3. The choice is unavoidable. 
A Mirror for Us
DISCUSSION 3: Where do you recognise yourself in these stories (Saul, Peter, Pilate)? What does belonging currently cost you?
Where Hope Begins

Part 4: Jesus and the True Circle of Belonging
Jesus, the Outsider
The Cross: His Exclusion for Our Inclusion
Ephesians 2:12-13, 19
The Contrast:
· The world’s rings: Built on exclusion. 
· God’s circle in Christ: Built on grace.
Lewis: “The quest of the Inner Ring will break your hearts unless you break it. But if you break it, a surprising result will follow… you will presently find yourself … inside the only circle … that really matters.”

Part 5: Living with True Belonging
Living From This Belonging
So what does this mean for us, here and now?
1. Break the spell of the inner ring.
2. Rest in your place with Christ. 
3. Be part of building true community.
4. Choose courage over compromise
5. Pursue real friendship
DISCUSSION 4: What would t: what would these actually look like for you, in your spheres (uni, work, church, home), if you took them seriously?
Jesus cast out so you could be brought in, forever

