Pleasure and Pain – Pleasure
The Idolatry of Pleasure-Seeking
Acts 17:16
1 Thessalonians 1:9
2 Timothy 3:4
The Danger and Deception of Pleasure-Seeking
James 4:3
Luke 8:14
1 Timothy 5:6
Matthew 6:24
Titus 3:3; Hebrews 11:24-26
Psalm 115:4-8; 135:15-18; Isaiah 44:9-20; Habakkuk 2:18
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11
Pleasure-Haters
The Pleasures of God

Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25
Genesis 1:31
Romans 12:1
Psalm 147:10-11
Proverbs 15:26
Romans 14:13-18
Philippians 4:18
Colossians 3:20
1 Timothy 2:1-3
1 Timothy 5:4
Ezekiel 18:23; Haggai 1:8; Matthew 11:25-26; 1 Corinthians 1:21, Ephesians 1:5, 9
Exodus 14:4
Isaiah 48:9-11
Isaiah 45:5-6; 46:9
Pleasure-Acceptors/Pleasure-Enjoyers
John 15:11; 16:21-24

Revelation 21:3-4
1 Timothy 4:1-5
Some Practical Tips
Philippians 4:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:16
Romans 5:3-4; James 1:2; 1 Peter 4:13
Psalm 34:8
Discussion Questions

How gripped are you by the ‘Australian’ love of pleasure? What makes it dangerous?
Are you tempted to hate pleasure? Do you know Christians like this? What surprises you about God’s attitude to pleasure?
How have you been challenged to better respond to pleasure?

