
When ‘plague went before him’  
Exodus 7-10 

The problem of evil 
 
Overview of the plagues 

Plague 1: blood (7:14-24) Plague 4: flies (8:20-32) Plague 7: hail (9:13-35) 
Plague 2: frogs (7:25-8:15) Plague 5: livestock (9:1-7) Plague 8: locusts (10:1-20) 
Plague 3: gnats (8:16-19) Plague 6: boils (9:8-12) Plague 9: darkness (10:21-29) 

 

Four features of the plagues 
 

1 God’s victory is total 

God wears down Pharoah’s magicians (8:18-19, 9:11, 10:7) 

God accepts nothing less than total surrender (8:25, 10:11, 10:24) 

 

2 The hardening of Pharoah’s heart (7:3-4, 8:14, 8:32, 9:12) 

Words, Agency, and Three Lessons: 

God is in command of Pharoah’s heart 

Pharoah is responsible for hardening his heart (8:23, 9:34) 

Divine and Human agencies in harmony 
 

3 God commands the creation 
 

4 God’s purpose: to make himself known 

Exodus 9:29, 8:10, 8:22, 9:14, 9:29, 10:2, 6:7, 9:16 
 

 
Our response to the plagues 

Our cry for justice 

Jesus’ assault on evil (Luke 11:14-22, John 12:31) 

What the end of evil means for us	
	


