When God Appears (Exodus 3-4)

Richard Dawkins 4 The God who is good news for us
Marcion (85-160AD) God is driven by compassion and concern
1 The God who declares himself God pays a price for his compassion: look at the people he has to put up with!

A bush that does not burn (3:1-3)
Moses objections:
Who is this fiery presence? (3:4-8, 4:7) Who am I? 3:11
What shall I tell them? 3:13
Good news for us! God dwells with sinners! What if they don’t believe me? 4:1
I've never been eloquent. 4:10;
2 The God who is uncontainable and free Please send someone else! 4:13

Naming = mastering (e.g. Gen 2:19-20)

God’s freedom in Moses actions (vs10-20) God’s response? “What about your brother Aaron?” (4:14)
Two implications: What about us?
What happens when our view of God is too limited? Do Christians need the Old Testament?

John 8:56-58 ‘l am’
What might Christian faith look like when trusting this unlimited God? From fiery bush to the empty tomb
The God who empowers us in facing challenges
3 The God who gives himself to be known (3:13-15)
Discussion Questions
1. In what ways can you relate to Moses’ reluctance?
Lord = nin' = YHWH = Yahweh? = Yahoo
2. How might God’s approach to Moses encourage you to trust him in the face
of challenges?
3. How might God’s revealed name encourage us to trust him?

4. How might God’s unbounded freedom encourage us to trust him?



