Are Christians Crazy? (2Cor 5:10-21)

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body,
whether good or bad. "' Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we
try to persuade others. What we are is plainto God, and | hope itis also
plain to your conscience. ?We are not trying to commend ourselves to
you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you
can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in whatis in
the heart.”®If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, itis for God; if we are
in our right mind, it is for you. “For Christ’s love compels us, because we
are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. *And he died
for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him

who died for them and was raised again.

*So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though
we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.” Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new
is here! "®All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through

Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins
against them. And he has committed to us the message of

reconciliation. ?We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God
were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be
reconciled to God. ?* God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so

that in him we might become the righteousness of God.



Crazy Christians
Crazy Jesus (Mark 3:21, John 10:20)

Crazy Paul (2Cor 5:13 cf. Acts 26:24)

1. Making sense of Paul (5:10-15)

Paul helps people survive judgement day (v10-11)

Paul operates with a better value system (v12)
2Cor5:12,4:7,12:9

Paul compelled by Christ’s love (v14a)

Paul driven by gospel logic (v14b)

John 3:16, 1John 2:2

2. Making sense of people (5:16-18)

Making sense of those in Christ (they point to the new creation)

Making sense of those outside Christ (they need reconciliation)

3. Making sense of reconciliation (5:19-21)
God as the subject of reconciliation (v19)
We are the object of reconciliation (v19)
We are now messengers of reconciliation (v19-20)

Jesus Christ is the agent of reconciliation (v21)

You be the judge: Is it insanity or clarity?



