Proverbs. The Art of Living

There’s a whole industry build out of telling us how to live our lives wisely and well.
Ancient Israel turned to books like Proverbs for the same reason - but in their case,
and ours, the stakes are higher than you might think.

READING 1 - Genesis 18:17-19
17 The Lord said, “Shall | hide from Abraham what | am about to do, 18 seeing that
Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For | have chosen him, that he may command
his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing
righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring to Abraham what he
has promised him.”

Proverbs 1: 1-6

The proverbs of Solomon son of David, King of Israel:

2 for gaining wisdom and instruction;
for understanding words of insight;

3 for receiving instruction in prudent behaviour,
doing what is right and just and fair;

4for giving prudence to those who are simple,
knowledge and discretion to the young—

S let the wise listen and add to their learning,
and let the discerning get guidance—

6 for understanding proverbs and parables,
the sayings and riddles of the wise.

READING 2 Matthew 12: 38-42

38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to Jesus, “Teacher, we
want to see a sign from you.” 3° He answered, “A wicked and adulterous
generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet
Jonah.#® For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge

fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth. ¥ The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and
condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something
greater than Jonah is here. 42 The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment
with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to
listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now something greater than Solomon is
here.



