Proverbs. Fear First

Some fears are irrational, while others are quite sensible. The book of
Proverbs says that a right fear of God is the starting point for a wise and
well-lived life. As followers of Jesus, things are different, yet the same.

Reading 1 - Proverbs 9:1-10

9 Wisdom has built her house;
she has set upits seven pillars.
2She has prepared her meat and mixed her wine;
she has also set her table.
3She has sent out her servants, and she calls
from the highest point of the city,
4 “Let all who are simple come to my house!”
To those who have no sense she says,
5  “Come, eat my food
and drink the wine | have mixed.
¢Leave your simple ways and you will live;
walk in the way of insight.”
"Whoever corrects a mocker invites insults;
whoever rebukes the wicked incurs abuse.
8 Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you;
rebuke the wise and they will love you.
°Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still;
teach the righteous and they will add to their learning.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

New Testament Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:10-11,19-21

0 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body,
whether good or bad. " Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord,
we try to persuade others... ° that God was reconciling the world to
himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has

committed to us the message of reconciliation. 2° We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We
implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. ' God made him who
had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.



